Effects of acute and chronic ethanol administration on neurotensinergic systems.
A summary of pharmacogenetic studies designed to test the hypothesis that NT receptors might mediate or regulate some of the actions of ethanol is presented. Indeed, there are significant genetic correlations between ethanol-induced locomotor activation and high-affinity NT receptor densities in the FC. The results suggest that further studies are needed to determine the role of NT receptors in the FC and MPFC in regulating locomotor activity. In other studies, chronic ethanol treatment, under conditions that produced tolerance to ethanol and caused NT receptor downregulation in the NA and VMB, caused tolerance to locomotor inhibitory effects of centrally administered NT and blunted the effects of intra-VTA NT on dopamine metabolism in the NA and CP. The results show a relationship between NT receptor densities and pharmacological effects of ethanol.